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on, just as there are Christians who are Englishmen,
French, Swedish, and American, and so on. The
number of diverse national loyalties among Jews is
probably as large as among Christians. Only one
thing can we say that all Jews have in common, their
religion.

The second element in Jewish life, however, which
makes it unlike the collective life of any other religious
group is the strong sense of solidarity which unites all
Jews. They feel more closely bound to one another
than do the adherents of any other religion* It is a
solidarity which seems to have in it a strength, or
quality, like that of kinship. It is due to diverse
causes* In the first place must be put the experiences
which constitute Jewish history in Europe. These
were of such a nature as to produce in the Jews a
strong cohesiveness. In the second place, the feeling
of unity is maintained by their present position*

The Jews are everywhere a minority* That fact
itself was bound to make them feel closer to one
another. Since, however, they also had often to suffer
persecution because they were Jews, the sense of
solidarity was intensified by this pressure from with-
out* The Jews feel a strong bond of community
because of their minority position and because of their
sufferings* The Nazi persecution of the Jews has